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BACKGROUND TO THE PROJECT 
 
 
My Big Friendly Guide to the European Union is a Jean Monnet project funded under Erasmus+ by the European 
Commission. The grant started on 1 September 2017 and ended on 31 August 2019. The project was to be piloted 
in Cork County and City only. The Department for Foreign Affairs and Trade, through the Communicating Europe 
Initiative, and Cork City Council have also contributed financially to this project. 
 
This project was born from the realisation of two facts: 
 

• Firstly, Irish primary school pupils have no awareness of or discussion on the EU as part of their constructed 
identity as Irish citizens. At no point is the EU debated as a value system which is central to their identity 
and belonging.  

 

• Secondly, 2016 has seen the vote in favour of Brexit and the election of Trump as US President which 
leaves Ireland, squeezed between two nations that have doubts about the EU project and its values. 
Ireland itself has rejected two European treaties in the past and became a programme country under the 
Troika between 2010 and 2013 which generated animosity towards ‘Brussels’.  

 
The aim of this project was to develop an innovative and engaging programme of teaching and learning at primary 
school level on Ireland and the European Union. This programme empowers them with the tools to critically 
analyse the EU and activate their understanding of citizenship. It distinguishes itself from the Blue Star Programme 
in four ways:  

• It is run by two educators and is the result of an intense collaboration between primary and third level 
education. It does not have a pro-European agenda, i.e. selling the EU. 

• It is extremely supportive of teachers regarding resources, activities, exercises. 

• It offers training which is CPD and EPV approved 

• It examines the EU from a bottom-up point of view, focusing on Ireland in the EU and not the EU in 
abstraction.  

 
The main outputs were threefold: 

• A website including self-training tools on the EU, easily accessible to children, their families and their 
teachers. 

• A Continuing Professional Development course for primary school teachers 

• Graduation ceremonies bringing together practitioners, academics, pupils and decision-makers. 
 
A couple of articles are also under review based on the experimental fieldwork carried out.  
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WHAT HAS BEEN ACHIEVED 
 

Development of a fully-fledged website with teaching resources (lesson plans, slides, activities, 

interactive games, videos) www.bfgtoeu.ie  

From 1 September 2017 to 15 May 2019, Trish Collier and I developed a website focusing on providing the primary 
school teachers with all the  necessary background knowledge, resources, activities and games to engage children 
from Junior Infants to 6th class on the topic of Ireland and the EU. The programme fits perfectly in SESE and SPHE. 
As many teachers have also highlighted, it crosses over in English, Maths, Art and Music. Critically, over six weeks, 
children develop their critical thinking and analytical skills while reflecting on what it means to be an Irish and 
European citizens.  
 
The six-week programme of BFGtoEU is divided into four levels: 

- Junior and Senior Infants 
- 1st and 2nd class 
- 3rd and 4th class 
- 5th and 6th class 

 
The website offers explanatory videos of the programme as well as examples of what the children have learnt. The 
main two sections are: 

• The Teachzone (password protected) 

• The Kidzone 
 
The Teachzone is structured identically for all levels. It includes: 

- A background video of what teachers might need to know if they don’t feel equipped enough to tackle the 
class 

- A lesson plan detailing the introduction, body and conclusion of the lesson 
- Lesson slides with BFGtoEU little character, Seamie Shamrock, taking the kids on a journey of discovery 

and discussion. Children have lent their voice to Seamie Shamrock which makes him much more relatable 
for students in the various classes. 

- A quiz with Seamie Shamrock with four questions which is aimed at assessing what the children have 
learnt. 

- A series of activities and/or an interactive game 
 
The programme can be done as a once-off at a specific level or throughout the school from Juniors to 6th. It is 
incremental in difficulty and dense enough that teachers can easily decide to spread it out over two years.  
 
The Kidzone includes four interactive games, one aimed at each level. It can be used in class or at home.  
Other sections of the website include the programme’s outreach activities and media coverage. It also includes a 
section where teachers can either enrol for the CPD course or for the European Citizenship Awards. 

 

www.bfgtoeu.eu  

http://www.bfgtoeu.ie/
http://www.bfgtoeu.eu/
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Piloting of the programme in 18 classes across Cork City and County, from Junior Infants to 6th 

class 

In 2018, the programme was piloted in the following schools and classes: 
- Kilmurry NS – Senior Infants, 1st class, 5th class and 6th class 
- Gaelscoil de hÍde, Fermoy – two 1st classes and two 5th classes 
- Gaelscoil Peig Sayers, Cork City – two 1st classes, 5th and 6th classes 

 
In 2019, the programme was piloted in the following schools and classes: 

- Kilmurry NS – Junior Infants, Senior Infants, 2nd class, 3rd class and 4th class 
- Gaelscoil Mhachan, Mahon – 3rd class and 4th class 
- Riverstown NS – three 4th classes and one 3rd class 

 
This wide ranging piloting covering rural and urban schools, including Deis schools and Gaelscoils, has meant that 
we got a comprehensive feedback from teachers and children which allowed us to tweak the programme to make 
it work for all.  

 

Two graduation ceremonies on UCC campus 

All the piloting schools were invited to the UCC campus for a special graduation ceremony in the official graduation 
hall, Devere Hall. The day on campus involved: 

- A graduation ceremony in blue and yellow gowns with a special guest speaker. Ryan Tubridy came in 2018 
and Rob Heffernan in 2019. 

- A class photo in gown, with the guest speaker 
- A tour of the UCC campus through the Om stone corridor, walking around the Quad, learning more about 

George Boole and visiting the An Bothán. 
- A hot lunch 
- A movie in one of the lecture halls with sweets 

 
Parents were invited to attend. This meant that each year, we had in excess of 500 people attending the ceremony. 
Beyond the attraction of a day out on the UCC campus, this opportunity opened the doors of UCC to the wider 
civil society, parents, teachers and children alike. It really enthused children and developed aspirations for their 
future studies.  
 
The younger classes, Junior and Senior Infants, had in class graduations with Dr Aodh Quinlivan representing UCC.  

 

 

 

2018 2019 



 6 



 7 



 8 

Cork Discovers 2018 

In November 2018, BFGtoEU was asked to participate to Cork Discovers. This event was part of the EU-wide 
European Researchers Night which was set up to celebrate researchers and the contributions they make to our 
societies. On that night, researchers share their passion and prove that science is really for everyone.  
 
BFGtoEU had two rooms on the night: 

- One was showing the various videos from the website 
- In the larger one, we had many games as well as the EU smoothie activity which was a huge success. 

 

 
 

 

EU floorboard game 
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Europe Day Quiz – Kilmurry NS with 70 children 
 
On 9 May 2019, we went back into Kilmurry NS to organise a Europe Day Quiz and celebrate the European Union. 
70 children from 2nd, 3rd and 4th class took part.  
 
The majority of questions were based on the programme they had completed earlier in the year. Some questions 
were on specific countries. We also organised a blind tasting round as part of the quiz which brought some 
interesting results regarding the children’s tastebuds! 
 
The quiz had an overall winner but also several spot prizes which meant that many children ended up winning a 
prize from an EU country, like Finnish liquorice, Italian crisps, Dutch honey waffles, etc.  
 
This event was covered by Drivetime and can be heard here: https://bfgtoeu.com/drivetime-europe-day-2019/  
On 11 May 2019, Lise Hand in the Sunday Times Ireland wrote an article entitled ‘Remember it is worth celebrating 
the EU’. The context was Europe Day but also the upcoming European elections and the little knowledge or interest 
voters seemed to express. In this article however, Lise Hand took BFGtoEU as an excellent example of what 
children can learn, discuss and analyse of Ireland and the EU when given the tools and the space.  
 

 

 
“Schuman Day didn’t go entirely unmarked in Ireland. On RTÉ Radio 1’s Drivetime there was a charming item on 
an EU-themed quiz in Kilmurry national school in Co Cork. Emmanuelle Schon-Quinlivan, a politics lecturer at 
University College Cork and author of the educational programme “My Big Friendly Guide to the European 
Union”, was putting the 3rd and 4th year children through their paces. 

The EU, reckoned the pupils, is “fun” and “made for peace”. They learnt about stuff such as the single market 
and how growth hormones were banned from the food chain. 

“They need to figure out for themselves and think critically about what it means to be part of the club,” Schon-
Quinlivan said. “This is not at all about selling the European Union to the children; it’s getting them to reflect on 
what are the advantages and disadvantages of being part of a club, about being a smaller member.” 
 
Chances are that the boys and girls of Kilmurry national school are considerably more clued-in than many of their 
fellow citizens who are eligible to vote in the European elections at the end of this month.   […] 

Every time anyone demands to know, Life of Brian-style, “what has the EU ever done for us?”, they should be 
presented with its equivalent of the Romans’ contribution to sanitation, medicine, education, wine, public order, 
irrigation, roads, fresh water systems and public health. And, of course, peace. 

Then they should be enrolled into a course of “My Big Friendly Guide to the European Union”, whereupon 
they can give some actual thought to what they like and don’t like about the EU, and what elements of it they 
want to change or embrace. 
 
Until such a miracle is wrought, the least everyone can do is go and vote on May 24.” 

 

 

https://bfgtoeu.com/drivetime-europe-day-2019/
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Media coverage – Drivetime Radio 1, The Ryan Tubridy Show, Sunday Times Ireland, Evening 

Echo, Irish Examiner 

 
Over 2018 and 2019, BFGtoEU has had significant local and national media coverage. All radio items can be heard 
here:  
https://bfgtoeu.com/media/  

   
 

 

https://bfgtoeu.com/media/
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Presentation of the programme and its research at the Teaching and Learning Conference of the 

PSA, APSA, ECPR and BISA in Brighton in June 2019 

On 17-19 June 2019, I coordinated a panel called ‘Educating for empowerment – empirical experiences of 
underage political and cultural socialization’. This panel brought together five academics: 
 

• Paper 1 - Teaching Politics Now: Foundational Digital Competences are Intrinsic to Contemporary 
Citizenship By Dr Orla Murphy, Digital Humanities, University College Cork, Ireland.  

• Paper 2 - How to create civic and cultural identity – some pedagogical methodologies 
By Aoife Hegarty, Digital Humanities, University College Cork, Ireland 

• Paper 3 - Political socialization and cultural engagement – the empirical effects of cultural exchange at 
primary school level. 
By Giulia Ferrati, HEAD university of Genève 

• Paper 4 - The Role of Political Education in Combating the Seeds of Populism among Adolescents 
By Dr Philip Murphy, Department of Government and Politics, University College Cork, Ireland  

• Paper 5 – Empowerment beyond knowledge through debate: the example of my Big Friendly Guide to the 
European Union 
By Dr Emmanuelle Schön-Quinlivan, Department of Government and Politics, University College Cork, 
Ireland 

 

Paper 5 – Empowerment beyond knowledge through debate: the example of my Big Friendly Guide to the 
European Union 

Dr Emmanuelle Schön-Quinlivan, Department of Government and Politics, University College Cork, Ireland 

 

Populism in Europe relies heavily on a strong anti-European sentiment, criticizing those unelected bureaucrats in 

Brussels for infringing on their country’s sovereignty and constraining their democratically elected leaders. At the 

same time, Eurobarometers have demonstrated a systematic lack of knowledge by EU citizens with regard to the 

role and functions of the European Union (EU) institutions as well as their interaction with the national level of 

politics. This paper therefore focuses on a practical experiment which aims at developing a programme of teaching 

and learning on Ireland and the European Union at primary school level. Since many authors (Richter, 2007; 

Torney-Purta and Veermer, 2006) agree that civic education should start earlier than secondary school and that 

early socialisation research should be developed, it seems timely to analyse the impact such a primary school 

programme can have on children aged 6, 7, 11 and 12 in terms of political knowledge, political issues and political 

process.  

 

In a first section, the paper analyses the children's political knowledge of the European Union and compares it 

with that accumulated after the 6-week programme. It then examines how EU political issues, in a context which 

has not been pre-determined by parents due to their own lack of knowledge or interest, can be raised at primary 

school level. In a third section, the ways in which children engage with the political process is discussed with regard 

to the possibility for transformative social action. This paper argues that children are able to develop political 

awareness and competence on the EU well before adolescence, the chosen age for civic education.  
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CPD course to 35 teachers in UCC – excellent feedback! 

From 1 to 5 July 2019, we organised a CPD course which was EPV approved. It took place in UCC. It was free of 
charge. 53 teachers registered for it, 35 attended. The European Commission Representation in Ireland provided 
the CPD with supportive material, including pens, notebook, maps, leaflets and booklets which teachers regarded 
as very useful.  
 

Many came without much of an idea as to what to expect. We organised the CPD course into a two hour 
interactive lecture in the morning, often using Mentimeter to prompt questions and discussion. In the afternoon, 
we split the group into three and organised three workshops for each group on the following topics: 
• What is a Union? 
• The symbols of the EU 
• What about Ireland in the EU? 
• Decision-making in the EU 
• Travelling in the EU 
• Playing with the Single Market 
• and much much more. 
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The anonymous feedback from the 35 teachers was unanimous, which surprised and delighted us. A sample of the 
feedback is below (all feedback sheets in Appendix 1): 
 
 
 

We used www.mentimeter.com to get 
anonymous and specific feedback on the 

BFGtoEU. 

http://www.mentimeter.com/
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Setting up of an Advisory Board for My BFGtoEU programme 

We decided to set up an Advisory Board for BFGtoEU to take the programme further with new ideas as well as 
new perspectives and best practices from abroad.  
 
The Advisory Board below also includes one other primary school teacher, Sinead Casey, who has not submitted 
her profile yet.  
 
The first Board meeting is scheduled for 9 December 2019.
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Enrolment of 60 schools across Cork City and County to implement BFGTOEU in 2019/2020 

 
We opened enrolment for Cork city and County schools on 10 September with a deadline of 30 September 2019. 
The success was continuous throughout the enrolment phase with several teachers getting in touch because ‘they 
had heard wonderful things about the programme’. The word of mouth worked extremely well.  
 
Enrolment for BFGtoEU gives access to the password and therefore all the teaching resources which are password 
protected. It also gives your school an invitation to the European Citizenship Award ceremony to receive a plaque 
for your school.  
 
As a result, we have 60 primary schools, over 95 classes registered and 80 teachers who will be implementing 
BFGtoEU in 2019/2020. Two schools in Dublin and one in Waterford applied as well and we accepted them. 
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Exceptional Citizen Award at 2019 UCC Staff Recognition Award ceremony 
 
On 10th October, I was awarded the Exceptional Citizen Award in recognition for the work that we have done on 
BFGtoEU and the success it has been. Three aspects of the programme was praised: 

- Its timeliness given the context of rising populism, criticism of the EU and its values as well as the risk 
Brexit creates for Ireland and the EU 

- Its approach based on critical pedagogy which helps developing analytical young citizens. 
- Its tangible success in such a short space of time with 60 schools registered for the first year of rolling 

out the programme.  
 
I am the UCC half of the Exceptional Citizen Award but as mentioned previously, Trish is the primary school half 
of this Exceptional Citizen Award. The success is testament to both levels of education working hand in hand.  
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European Citizenship Award ceremony on 2 April 2020  

On 2 April 2020, the President of UCC, Professor Patrick O’Shea, and the Minister for European Affairs, Helen 
McEntee TD (TBC), will deliver the very first European Citizenship Awards to the primary schools who will have 
completed my BFGtoEU programme. 
 
Two representatives from each class, their teacher and parents are invited to UCC where their class’s work on 
Ireland and the EU will be exhibited. Each school plaque will include smaller plaques acknowledging the specific 
class and teacher as well as the year during which BFGtoEU will have been completed. We hope this is seen by 
students, teachers, principals and parents as an engaging and critical step towards fostering aware and active 
citizens.  
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THE STATISTICS – OCTOBER 2019 
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ACTIVITIES IN DISCUSSION FOR 2019/2020 
 
In 2019/2020, BFGtoEU has a number of activities in discussion.  
 

1. We are working with Nimbus, CIT who developed the website for us to build an interactive EU map 
which teachers and children can use in class or at home. The interactive map will include four questions 
for each level, 16 in total and will cover EU specific questions, country focused questions as well as 
cultural questions regarding food and landmarks. The script for this map has been written. The map itself 
should be ready mid-December 2019. 

 
2. From 16 to 20th December, I have secured Erasmus mobility staff training funding to go and visit DEO in 

Denmark (www.undervisning.deo.dk ). They are a pro-European NGO which has developed a significant 
amount of teaching and educational material for primary and secondary schools on Denmark and the 
EU. They would like to hear about BFGtoEU and I would like to learn from their experience.  

 
3. The CPD course participants highlighted that they would like a forum to be set up on the website to be 

able to share their ideas and experience of implementing the programme. We are working with Nimbus 
for this to be developed. We are waiting for a quote. 

 
4. We tested in 2018 the possibility of having a language section on the website with one to two minute 

videos of children introducing basic words in their mother tongue. You can see a trial run (the final 
version would be more professional) at this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QXpmmcC2Si8 .  
After getting feedback from the CPD course participants, we will set up this language section on the 
website by October 2020. We will start with the following languages: 
 

- French 
- German 
- Spanish 
- Dutch 
- Polish 
- Slovak 

 

 
 

5. We are investigating the possibility of translating part or all of the material in the Teachzone into 
Gaeilge. This has been a request from a few schools and we understand the significance of it given the 
constitutional status of the Irish language as well as its European status as an official EU language.  

  

http://www.undervisning.deo.dk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QXpmmcC2Si8
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KEY OBJECTIVE FOR 2020 AND BEYOND 
 

 

 

Key objective: To roll out My BFGtoEU programme nationally and become the reference programme 

at primary school level on Ireland and the EU 
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APPENDIX 1 – LAUNCH OF THE BFGtoEU WEBSITE 
 
On 5 April 2019, we were delighted to mark a key milestone in our deliverables with the official launch of our 
website. As mentioned on pp 4 and 5, this website is central to the delivery of the progamme and the support to 
teachers. It concentrates all the teaching material, lesson plans, games, quizzes and activities which teachers can 
use in their own classroom.  
 
Importantly, BFGtoEU focuses on the European Union itself and the role and relationship of Ireland with it rather 
than the Member States. From Juniors to 6th class, Ireland and the European Union are at the heart of every 
discussion. 
 
On the evening of the launch, we were very proud to be joined by over 60 people and 35 children who came to 
celebrate with us. Professor Patrick O’Shea, UCC President, officially opened the proceedings, insisting on 
BFGtoEU as a central programme for young generations of European citizens. We were delighted that MEP 
Deirdre Clune agreed to officially launch the website and discuss her experience of the EU. Deputy Lord Mayor 
John Buttimer also highlighted the significance for the local level to be involved in the discussion on the 
European Union, an aspect which is core to BFGtoEU! 
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Demonstration by children of the games and 
quizzes available on the website 



APPENDIX 2 – FEEDBACK FROM CPD COURSE PARTICIPANTS 
 

 

   
 

 

    
 

 

 















































































































































APPENDIX 3 – FEEDBACK FROM THE CHILDREN WHO COMPLETED BFGtoEU 
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